TEACHING AND LEARNING


Policy and Procedure Guide

	Subject:
	Children with Special Learning Needs


	
	Date Effective:     August 2006
Review Date:        August 2008
	



	Responsible to:
	Senior Teachers

	Applies to:
	Teachers, Head Teachers

	Purpose:
	To provide appropriate and safe inclusion into kindergarten for children with special learning needs and their family/whānau.

	Definitions:
	· “IP”: Individual Plan 

· "EIT" Early Intervention Teacher

· "ESW" Educational Support Worker

· "GSE" Group Special Education, section of the Ministry of Education.

	References:
	· This policy should be read in conjunction with the Ministry of Education publications: “The IEP Guidelines – Planning for Students with Special Education Needs” and “Te Reo Taataki Including Everyone”.


POLICY

1. Equitable opportunities will be provided for each child irrespective of gender, ability, age, ethnicity, or background.  
2. Children will be affirmed as individuals and encouraged to work with and alongside others.

3. Teachers will recognise that intervening early to support a child’s learning is generally most effective and will take timely action to enhance the learning and development of children.

PROCEDURES

1. When the parents/whānau of a child with special learning needs approaches the kindergarten to enrol their child the Head Teacher/ Teacher will enquire as to who are the professionals already working with the child. Whenever possible, in consultation with the parents/whanau and the professionals, a transition meeting shall be held prior to the child attending the kindergarten. 
2. When a special learning need is identified after a child is enrolled, the Head Teacher shall ensure that observations are undertaken and documented as early as possible. (Refer Te Reo Taakaki booklet Pages 26-27) .
3. Parents/whānau will share in decision making about the support their child may need by:

· discussing information from the observations

· sharing their information about their child

· discussing and giving consent to referral to support agencies. 
4. Where necessary a child who has an identified special learning need shall have an IP.

5. At the IP meeting Teachers, in conjunction with parents/whānau and any support persons, other professionals or organisations, will regularly review the child’s progress and set goals. 
6. Senior Teacher support is available throughout this process.
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