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	Subject:
	Attendance for Children Over  Five Years Old
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	Responsible to:
	Senior Teachers, General Manager

	Applies to:
	Head Teachers, Parents/Whānau of the Child, Support Agencies

	Purpose:
	Children are not legally required to start school until age six.  Parents / whānau / caregivers often request children to attend kindergarten beyond their fifth birthday.

	Definitions:
	 

	References:
	· This policy should be read in conjunction with the Transition to School Policy.


POLICY

1 Any decision for a child to remain at kindergarten past their fifth birthday will be made by parents/ whānau/caregivers with advice from the teaching team and other professionals as appropriate.
2 The learning and development needs of children attending kindergarten beyond their fifth birthday shall be appropriately met.

3 Children with special needs shall be appropriately supported.

4 An effective transition to school process shall be in place.

PROCEDURES

1. Teachers will:

· acknowledge that parents/ whānau /caregivers are key decision makers in regard to educational placements;

· consult with parents/ whānau /caregivers and support agencies where necessary about the suitability of a child attending kindergarten beyond their fifth birthday;

· present all available options and provide parents with impartial information;

· implement an individual plan that regularly reviews the child's learning and development. 

2. Teaching teams may discuss and seek professional advice from Senior Teachers on attendance of children over five.

3. Teachers will advocate for:

· any extra support required to ensure the needs of all children are being met;

· an appropriate  transition to school.

4. In all discussions and decisions the learning and development of the child will be paramount.
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