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Big step for littlies

The re-vpening of scheol gaes neans buck to frniliar
surraundings for most children, bue for some, it's a new,
exciting transition,

Shontae Eairau and Jack Carnplbell, of Jolinsenville
Kindergaren, will each seon turm S and toa ke the move
0 P iy SChool

Head teachar Vicki Sako sos her Kindergarten's
foens o childven Hka Jack and Shontas 15 inding 1he
Ight emvivonmeend By the child,

She says forming relavionships between the families
and the lecal schoals, @specially the new enirant
tzae hors, 15 Impartant

“Wehave six local sthools in the area and want o
inform the farmiles what schaol best suits the needs of
their child.™

Schinol visits are organised and families with English
asazecond languaze are informed on things such as pre-
anrolimen e and sening.

Aszsistant teacher Kerrin Beewves says the aspirations
obihe milies and che inderests ol the e hild also need to
T SR T e,

This 12 done inan ind ividual porcfolio which is
ahared with the chillds e enirant wacher,

“The imteresita o Frhee child are veally Imporant

“We treat the children as individuals and try to instil
independence and confidence in them,” she says.

Dressing thenpelves, pac King away their lunch
boxes, having the ¢ onfidence to ask questions and also
b=ingable o recognize symbols and tify their
nednes ave all key transitional skills the children ave
encouraged o learn.

Bedore leaying Kinder garten Shontas and Jack will
heve a sradumthon ceremneny during which they will
wiear a Korowad (cloakmade by teachser Carolyn
Erowmnia,

Each il who Deawoees, gt ces a taom 2 i the
karowa i with little evocodiles, tiki, rosary pemidanis amd
oy soldinrs keeping past persanalitles and cultimas
alive.

Jack and Shontae break tradition a litde by donning
the cloak for a photo amd can®t hide the pride in their
faras.

The big step is only a week anway, but it can be bigger
for 018,

“It's often the casa that the child Ls the cne excited
and the parents are the ones daunted,” Mrs Sakse says.




