Andrew Bonallack

group of long-tem
A unamployed Wainuiomata
man 83y an experim ental sh-
month teaching placement at
kindergartens has inspired them aff
thie aueh and inka tertiary Study.

A'Wallington Kindargarten
Association project called "Y men”
placad alght young men for ona day
a waak for six manths in supported
placaments at kindargartens in
Wellington, Hutt and Porrua kst
year.

dpcaking at their graciuatian
ceramony in Decembar, associatian
general manager Amanda Coulston
s8ys it was a partnership batween
themsealves, the Ministry of Social
Developm ent and Careers NZ.

She hoped the project would
cither inspire the men inta ECE
training, or othar study.

"W have a chranic shortage in
Early Childhood Education, of man
baing activelyinvolved in our
kindergartans an a dally bazis,” she
aays.
She says her hopes wers
“surpassed”, with all ight
completing the training, with five
subsequently applying for ECE
training and another applying for
unrglated study at Weltec

Ms Coulston was visibly choked
when she spoke of how prowd she
wasof the men,

Originally a primary s ehoal
teacher from Wainuiomata, sha had
taught some of tham years ago.

I didn't try so hard, and have
such balief in thesa aight or nina
yaar olds, to sea them suffer
unemploymeant for years and years.,

"WWe were losing the magle.

“We provided the apportunitizs,
they had to doit.”

One of the men, Dallas Te Huna-
Graan, was based at Tairangi

B

RESFECT: &fa Turupopo (centre] and his cohorts parform a haka durng ther graduation ceramaony

MNorton Harrison, based at Gwhiro
Bay Kindargarten, says all the bays
weere thankful “far the opportunity
to get off the couch®.

“Tha staff and the families were

Kindorgarten in Porirua.
“lwas unemployable,” ha says.
“ldign°t think this was a by deal,
| thowght, chill with kids, o home.
But tothe kids, it's some thing more

— maka som ething of myself."
Afa Tunupapo, who found

hims et at Muanus Kindergarten ih

Cannons Creek, Porlrua, says the

axperlence taught him how to be a

than that. | learnt headps [at better Dad. amaging — now it's aboit us
Tairang]. I'm going to take whit | “Its been an awesome time —1 making that next step, about what
laarnt thie vear, and taks it furthag leamt heaps of stuf.” wa want to do with the rast of our
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livas," he added.

Charlie Lewis, working at
Belevue Kinderga rten in Newlands,
thanked the kindergartens for
glving tham a chanecea.

"Withaiit that, dale, hera | came.

"I'm going to cherdsh this for the
rast of mylifa."



